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PROLOGUE : GETTING SOME AR













ple on the surface invented this “wrifing”,
ch allews vs fo transmt ideés Srom Forther
isfances than felepathy allows. If's & wondesr-
$ob fool and if's what you're currently locking af. ¥
hey have also invented Lafﬂes i which this =
letfer is encased. They normatly vse if fo hold
Tqu d, ! suppose as & way (o keep vs connecied
“to our origing, though it ean alsc do the cpposit
as you ¢an hopefolly fell (liguid disinfegrifes p
“per, which i what the charaefers are on).

' Boffles also help safiafe & new need  have dig
- covered on the surface: the want for tigoid i
- side of my mouth. If may be our bodies profes:
the severance and bedding vs fo rescind.
strangely sea water repulses iy fongve..
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coalescent || tidal rapture
1s the story of a swimmer
caught adrift in an aquatic so-
ciety that i1s changing in ex-
citing and frightening ways.
it was delivered te us from
an unknewn seuree. it is un-
clear whether the story has
happened in anecient times, is
currently happening beneath
our feet, or will happen in a
far-off future. this manual is
an attempt te gather what we
knew about it and share it with
the rest of the world. dive in.
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This mysterious device appeared
with coalescent. Its inner workings
are unknown. It 1is. tempting to
call it a “controller”, as there
seems to be a correlation between
button presses/joystick flicks and
the swimmers’ behavior, but it

| may be more sensible to call it a

“connector” as we likely are ac-
tually merely enacting what has
or is or will happen which we now
witness. In the next few pages we

Tay out specific connections.
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OTHER
CONNECTIONS

Threughout
the journey,
you will find
other connee-
tiens. These

- will beome
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Swimming is the merpeople’'s primary mode of traversal. 1
better understand their way of life, we too must become one
with the water. These are some tips for a more f luid experi-

ence.

SWIMMINGTIP:

T swim fast, press the

SWIM FORWARD
BUTTON at a rbytbmic

pattern, once around every

balf a second. If you press

too fast, you won't get any-
;_ where: tbe swimmer needs to

rest between strokes!

SWIMMING TTP:

] , CONININE

Long pressing any SWIM
BUTTON makes you slowly

coast onwards. This is a more
relaxed form of swimming, ide-

al for sigbtseeing and drifting

away.



SWIMMING TIP:

WALLKICKS!

Pressing the SWIM
FORWARD BUT
TON  while being around
a 90 degree angle from a

wdll or quick pressing the
SWIM BACKWARD
BUTTON while facing a
wall will make the swimmer
kick the wall and gain a short

SWIMMINGTIP:

Quick pressing the SWIM
BACKWARD BUT
TON makes the swimmer
swiftly turn around. Perfect
for fast turns and getting a

sense of your surroundings.




~ happened. ! was‘gafhered with some other
. leavers at night when one of them starfed

ave made lf nuf fo be. ! ’}eet Hore e.:-r-
Louf climbing, rolling, and creafing
g Bot perhaps U've just nof done if well
). £ gh pariners. U'm open {o'more ex)




Atthe end of an
indeterminate
period of time,
most merpeo-
ple migrate
to a different
habitat. It is
unclear  why
they do so, as
the periods are
fluid and don’t
seem to line up
with real life
seasons or pat-
terns such as
mating or food
availability.

Once it begins,
few stay be-
hind.

You can find
some of the
documented
worlds at page
32-34.
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The Org

These have recently
started coming out of
the back of the mer-
people’s necks. They
are highly flexible, ex-
tendable, and sensi-
ble. When the organs
are out, the merpeo-
ple enter a different
state of consciousness
in which they are un-
able to control the
rest of their bodies

Not much "is ‘known
about  them, though
some: : theorize - they
are:“an extension of
 one’s'spinal cord,a re:
e born “‘unibilical 4601




Touchi_rig__ Qa_c:h -lo

_er’s “organs  is highly
pleasurable.. It - ap-
pears that prior to
this apparition, mer-
people did not expe-
rience what we know
as - “sex” gthough
whether we can even
call it that is debat-
ableZ. It doesn’t seem
to have links to pro-
creation. Some link
it to the merpeople’s
exodus to the surface.
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EVOLUTION
Many mer-

people are
permanently
moving to the

surface.
20 LS
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i They “spend

urchins. They lack
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Swimmer’siclos-
est only, pride
onitheir propriety:and an-
gelic Vvoice: inim-
ical about thel changesfintmerpeo- |
ple unperturbed as
things  will' eventual-
ly; gor back to
Ex.

Theyuseditolbeiplaymatesiwithithe
Swimmer when they were young-
er., Now, enjoy racing
swimmers/in the tunnelsiandhunt-
ingjsharks. Lately, they veitaken|to

emstones.




ofithe merpeo-
pleloutithereland ajpioneerinimany
| (Eheywerelthepfirst to have

atnameland startawearingiclothes.
legendany,
parties| injthelsecondiworldieveny:
Fhey get fulfillments from!
swimmiersisin
bloem; thoughSnothingiican truly,
snare themiawaysfromsthesheatiof
thejspree




WORLDS

Home of the coralnet

a living network.of organ-

isms ‘which the merpeo-
ple can sing into and bear
otbers' thougbts. Ylany

gt
2
.J_ - =

y

The Ln'bra_rg

environment.  Records
disappear at tbe whim of
the coralnet and notbing
is preserved forever.

Those who spend too
much - ‘time her?}é"-‘:i.__-are
sbunned: as :antisocial; but
in-truth: everyone - resorts
to it every-once and:then:

...Jbe Direr :

= .:popular dining “es=
bﬂ:::lishment in -which
merpeople - bring their
own catch. Mo one
“works” bere though
certain individuals take
fetishistic pleasure

in cbopping, pickling,

..
. 4
.'_\-'\

stuff ing or_ marinading

other merpeoiﬁi's food,
which the glad to

band off and enjoy.



There are several
people have or will inhabit.

‘“worlds”

Here

that the mer-

are the

currently known ones.

The Témle

ffom a past civiliza-
tion, these ruins bouse
tbat thump
and tbrob and sing as

devices

well as statues of bi-
zarrely shaped beings.
The merpeople know
notbing about the tem-

The Center
The center of the party

world;: a gigantic arena
in which dll sorts of
sensual and grizzly acts
are performed. T tun-
nel at:.the top directly
leads to'the surface.

ple - if it even is one
- 's previous residents
tbougb they often de-
scribe a damp presence
inside of their chest
when they. visit. Some
find comfort in'it.

J
\
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0
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éysr peopte mostly dwell in the same environment
nd move much less frequently. But 1 grow resfless,
so I think ! will move forther intand. There is more T

“pher them. So 1 will probably sfop wrifing them.

' 1 also was also recalling one day, when you fold m
| how fervibly sad and distravght yoo woold be if
were ever fo go away. This was strande as if wa
& Significant period of fime before ! even knews
- was being polled, so I've been wondering whethes
A% 9Eu§zs’umehdu knew before me. Do you rememnb
! replied? U'm not sure anymore bof 1 know 1 v
fruock by the infensify of your feelings. If a!.f
‘ﬂarg d.sf:.-acfmg




THTERDTEL LTTH

Favorite sex position?
HX: Seahorse, reverse seahorse,
sluggy style, backstroke

If you could change anything
about human sexuality, what
would it be?

HB: It would be nice if you could
phase certain parts of your body
into your partner’s while keep-
ing other parts solid, kind of
like kitty pryde from the X-Men.

If you could return to the ocean,
would you?
HB: I would like to try.

Are you satisfied with your sex
life?

HB: Maybe one day

HX: Never

Where do you like swimming the
most?

HX: Places where I am not al-
lowed to swim.

What is your earliest swimming
memory?

HB: I went to the beach with my
parents a lot. It was one of

36

those things that I always hated
doing because of how arduous the
process was but when I ended up
in the water it was pretty cool.
But I could never hold on to
that feeling enough to get past
the arduousness.

At what age would you like to
die?
HX: 77.

I'm afraid of swimming, what can
I do?

HB: Imagine that the water is
made of billions of micro slip-
pery organisms  experiencing
constant bliss and lapping and
begging at you to join them, now
wouldn’t it be nice to become
part of it?

HX: It’s ok to be afraid of swim-
ming. People out there might be
like: “what if your plane crash-
es into the ocean?” Don’t let
them get you. Everyone is going
to die in that situation. Accept
your non-swimming self.

I'm afraid of sex, what can I
do?



I'tE KESERKCHELRS

HB: You don’t have to do it.
HX: Do it a lot.

What is your favorite sea food?
HB: Shrimp and calamari and
squid. I don’t like the other
stuff.

HX: Seaweed.

Imagine that a videogame was
filled with water. Everytime you
open it, it comes streaming out
of your computer’s ports, the
spaces between your display’s
pixels, and the bottom of your
mouse. How would you react?

HB: That would shock me.

Where do you feel loneliest?
HX: In my shower.

What kind of parties do you en-
joy the most?

HB: Lots of dancing, my friends
are around. I don’t drink, so
I find it easier to be less
self-conscious also if I take
off my glasses.

How do you feel knowing that no
matter how much you try to swim

further down the water will al-
ways reject you?
HB: Extremely sad and lonely.

I feel myself changing. Should I
be scared?
HB: I envy you.

Who in the world do you miss the
most?
HX: my grandma

Which kind of marine life are
you?

HX: Blobfish.

HB: I’m a human being.

Would you trade your voice for
human legs?

HB: I guess this is about the
famous folk tale. If I had the
hindsight of knowing the prince
would never love me enough? No.
But if I were in the same posi-
tion as the little mermaid, then
yes, most likely. I’m a romantic
at heart.

Name 3 famous aquatic animal.
HX: ermmm.. ermm... Ermmmmm.. Paul
the Octopus? m
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